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Meeting Information

December 20, 2005 7-9 pm
University Lutheran Church
1020 S, Harrison Road
East Lansing, Mich.

December Program

This month's program will have lots of
excitement and fun. First is the menu- it's
Pot Luck and don't eat anything all day. This
is always a wonderful selection of treats and
some items are even healthy!!!

Second - is the Hat Contest. Cheanne is
gathering gift certificates and prizes for
several different categories. Remember if
you make more than one item, you get to
put your name in once for each item. And
this is not just for hats; scarves, mittens,
throws — any hand knitted charity item is
eligible.

And Last — December Garage Sale. Several
members though it was time for a mid-year
Clean Out The Stash _event. So this is
it!. Gather up your leftovers, no longer
interested in yarn and sell it to your fellow
Guild members.

Mid -Michigan Knitters Guild Officers

President —Tracy A 648-1967
VP/Programs — Jessie K 410-6911
Treasurer — Sharon P 694-9036
Newsletter — Irene A 887-9101
Publicity — Colleen S —381-0555
Service Projects - Cheanne L
Hospitality -- Jessica M 381-8309
Library — Susan O — 333-0322

Message from the President

Dear Knitters,

Twas the night before knitting and all through
the house the only one stirring was heard loudly
to grouse: "Argh - acrylic", she said, "and bright
orange too! "Now what is this hat knitter going
to do?

When what to my wondering eyes should
appear but a vision of dragons hovering near.

A funny kid's hat
will be just the thing I'm sure that it's something
no one will bring. | hope that this hat will make
someone smile, maybe someone who hasn't
laughed in a while.

So on to my needles the stitches they flew.

| threw in some red and some kelly green too.
The hat grew quickly, and, in no time at all, |
was enjoying myself; | was having a ball!

To share our gifts with someone in need, | must
admit, is a pleasure indeed. With the dragon hat
finished, I let out two sighs: Warm wishes to all; |
hope | win a prize!

See you soon! Tracy
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2005-2006 Budget

Income - $1125
Dues (50 members @ $20 each) = $1000
East Lansing Art Fair = $25
Newsletter Advertising = $100

Expenses - $1070

Church rental = $225

Newsletter = $300

Programs materials = 100

Publicity = $50

Treasurer materials and banking fees = $50
Charity (includes hat contest prizes) = $100
Hospitality = $20

Library materials = $25

Door prizes = $50

Web page = $150

Current Balance - $3310.18

Budget items to be considered in
January/February - purchase of a library cart,
replacement library materials, and new book
acquisitions

Weekly Knit -Ins
A more casual informal time to knit and share

If you need directions or want more information
feel free to contact any of the hostesses below.
Dinner is order-out or potluck.

Sometimes the group is quite large so please
help the hostesses and bring a dish to pass.
Anything is always welcome and appreciated

1% Tuesday- Location Change January 3
Jane S 699-806
2287 Thornwood, Holt

2" Tuesday, Sheila C 339-2630
1129 Woodwind Trail, Haslett

3ed Tuesday —Guild Meeting, University Lutheran
Church, 1020 S, Harrison Road

4™ Tuesday - Irene A 887-9101
3706 Stoneleigh Drive, Lansing

5" Tuesday - Cheanne L 339-6733
5820 Coleman Rd, East Lansing

In an effort to keep your knitting stash fresh and
rotate the stock frequently, there will be a table
available for free items.

Although many of us are independent
entrepreneurs, we would appreciate that any
“sales” transactions take place in a more discrete
“private” location. We will be having a Sales
Event in May and possibly December.

The only rule is that anything on the table at

the end of the meeting is still the

responsibility of the original owner. Our
storage space is limited and we really cannot
manage a large collection of miscellaneous items.

Lynn Hershberger’s, City Kidz Knitting Group can
use donations of medium-large needles, worsted
and bulky weight yarn and tote bags — even those
with advertising. Contact her if you have things
that she might be able to use.

January 16, 2006
Martin Luther King Holiday Knitting

Stitch in Time
722 East Grand River
Howell, Ml

Winter Overnight Retreat
Date and location to be determined
February or March
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Bring a dish to pass and be prepared for a great feast. No sign-up lists just bring a dish to share.
Please bring your own table service.

There are no “assigned” clean-up /set up helpers for this meeting. So, if everyone could “pitch in”
we should be able to get things cleaned up quickly.

Recipes are always appreciated.

Schuler Book Store (December 10", January 14™)
Eastwood Town Center
10am - 2:00 pm.

! " i

This is it — Time to see what everyone did with their Mystery Bag of yarn. More than one entry
is allowed. There will be lots of different categories, each with great prizes.

$

Cheanne L has yarn and pattern kits available for anyone wanting to knit a Chemo Cap. She will
have some available at the next meeting

%
Emily T would like everyone to clean out their closets of all the small travel grooming items you

accumulate from hotels. She will have cotton and patterns available to knit washcloths for these
kits.

Did you know we have a web site? Sharon and Tracy have been quietly keeping it current with
Guild information and pictures from the meetings
Check this out. http://www.mmkg.org/blog/ We will also try and post meeting project information
incase you miss a meeting.

We have several new members — an updated membership list will be
available at the December meeting.
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At the November meeting, | mentioned that we had received a donation of Mary Lou Sheedy’s personal library, and
we discussed briefly that the guild will need to acquire more storage capacity to house the donation. Mary Lou was
a local yarn shop owner and guild member before her death some years ago.

The discussion also revealed that there are library materials in the storage closet, which two of our members had
previously catalogued but which do not show up on the inventory passed on to me (and hence | was unaware of
them). I think that before we purchase any additional storage capacity, we should decide how many of these
materials we want to keep and what is the best storage for the different types.

The part of our collection that is housed in the rolling cart contains a number of excellent books and other materials,
as well as a hodge-podge of old magazines and pamphlets, for the most part just individual random issues rather
than complete series. The materials in the storage closet are apparently stored in tubs, which are too heavy to move
easily, and therefore are inaccessible.

The other major issue to be resolved is what is the most reliable way to keep track of the materials we decide to
keep, without unduly restricting members’ access to this resource or overtaxing the librarian’s ability to ensure that
what goes out comes back in? Our current paper-card-based checkout system, which relies on members to check
out their own books and then remember to bring them back, is cheap but unreliable and cumbersome to operate. |
don't know if there is any readily available and affordable software that could give the librarian up-to-date
information on who has what and whether it has been returned on time, but perhaps there is some expertise among
our membership that could generate some ideas.

To wrestle with these issues, | need some help. | suggest a couple of approaches:

1) An ad hoc committee that would meet up to three times between January and March to develop guidelines for
what to keep, what is the best combination of storage devices for these materials, how to dispose of materials not
kept, and what would be the best checkout system for our organization size and budget. By the time of the January
meeting, | will have created a list of the works contained in the Sheedy donation and reviewed the materials in the
storage closet to get an idea of their scope and size.

2) A work group of several people to hold a big sorting party, before the May meeting at the latest, so that any
materials we do not keep can be available for the garage sale or for free.

If we can set up some simple guidelines for the materials we have, then we could apply them to future acquisitions
as well. My goal is to create a library that is valuable, accessible, and simple to monitor, with written rules of
operation that everyone understands and anyone could administer.

I'll be asking for volunteers for the ad hoc committee at the January meeting, so please think about whether you
could provide this service to our community.

Susan O, Librarian

Web site
Updated member list
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We want to thank the following businesses and artis ts for supporting our Guild. They have been very
generous with monetary donations or books and suppl ies to our guild. We encourage you to support their
businesses.

e

E@ﬁ;@ Stitch in Time

= 722 East Grand River
1"# $

Howell, Ml
517-546-0769
Hours Monday 10-8 pm
Tuesday — Thursday 10-6 pm
Friday - Saturday 10-5 pm

Woven Art

325 Grove Street, East Lansing Ml 48823
517-203-4467

Hours: Tues & Fri 11-6, Sat & Sun 12to 4

Specializing in quality hand dyed yarns
from our own local studio. Classes in
Knitting, Crochet, Weaving, Spinning

and more

Little Red Schoolhouse Yarn Shop

517-321-6701
W. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing, Ml 48917

5002

Located 1 block east of the Lansing Mall, in the MC Sporting
Goods Plaza. Next to the Old Country Buffet.
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P.O. Box 26074
Lansing, Mich. 48909

Address Label Here

We still have a few of the black nylon
knitting bags with the Guild logo available
for purchase. The bags are $14.00 each.
There is also a supply of small plastic
gadget bags available for $5.00. They will
be available at the monthly Guild meeting.

Canvas bags with an embroidered Guild
Logo are also available. There are 2
colorways -- navy/red and black /red. The
cost is $20.00.

The annual Guild membership dues
are $20.00 per year. (New members
after January 1st are $15.00.) For
those members who live out of the
area but want to keep in touch and
stay on the mailing list the dues will
be $10.00 annually.

Please contact one of the officers for
more information or send your dues
directly to MMKG, PO. Box 26074,
Lansing Mich. 48909
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